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covered themselves with ridicule, while Cardinal
Wiseman kept up his dignity throughout.
But a feeling of soreness remained, and
England became more the friend of Italy than
ever from having been involved in a discredit-
able conflict with their common enemy, the
Pope.

Cavour would have preferred an English to a
French alliance, but in the circumstances it was
totally impossible ; Austria could more easily have
supported the Sepoy Mutiny than we could have
sent an army to Lombardy. Napoleon III. hesi-
tated long, and might never have made up his mind
had it not been made up for him by Italian assassins.
As the imperial pair were driving to the Paris
Opera on the evening of January 14, 1858, bombs
thrown by Orsini, a Roman exile, and some accom-
plices exploded under their carriage, killing and
wounding 156 persons. Neither the Emperor nor
the Empress was hurt; but the purpose of the
attack was better secured by their escape than by
their death. Orsini, while awaiting his doom,
wrote to Louis Napoleon, whose companion in
arms he had once been, entreating him to free
Italy; and an appeal backed by such terrible
arguments did not pass unheeded.

Orsini's attempt had been prepared and his
bombs manufactured in London. The French
Government asked for new legislation imposing
severer penalties on the plotting of such outrages
for the future. This seemed a reasonable request,
and Palmerston proposed to meet it by a Bill
making conspiracy to commit murder either within
or without the United Kingdom punishable by